The following three documents were contained in the hundreds of pages from
Richard Aoki’s FBI file that was released to author Seth Rosenfeld as part of the
research for his book, Subversives: The FBI's War on Student Radicals, and
Reagan's Rise to Power.

The FBI at first denied that it had any responsive files on the late radical activist
Richard Masato Aoki, who had supplied the Black Panthers with some of their
first weapons and firearms training.

However, the FBI eventually released parts of Aoki's informant file in response to
a Freedom of Information Act lawsuit brought by Rosenfeld.

The released file shows Aoki was an FBI informant from 1961 to 1977, a period
during which he was involved in a succession of radical groups in the San
Francisco Area.
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The above capticned 1 is currently being
consldered for development as a informant by the San

Francisco Office. He first came to

Prancisco Office in 195

& attention of the San

at which time CIC advised that AOKI,

vhile serving as a Private,

ompany_C, Reserve Forces. Act
Regiment, Fort Ord, Calif'orn a,.gave a_stateme

the effect that he attended ,somed
=2 sponsored soclals while attending Berkeley High Rl
School, Berkeley, California in 1956, and was ac
several fellow students whom he consldered.fo.be o

AOKI was contacted and expressed a willingness to Vil
r nossible, hut

cooperate with the Bureau in any waj

that he has had no contact with the

E stated
i eaving

Berkeley High, however, stated tha

ITf_ne should contact them

in the future, he would notify the San Francisco Office.
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publicly announced

v 156, 1061, AQKT mat | Ia’c a
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ACKI has atte
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Eof‘ RICHARD FORD, which-he will use in_signing. reports.
—-.._«—-—'—"_"'—_-__“F__

—

e —

The following information concerning ACKI is being
submitted as a basis for a request for Bureau authority to

contact him as a PSI.
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AOKI, an oriental of Korean decent, resides at (
1519 Stuart Street, Berkeley, Californla and is currently h,fﬂk
emplfyed as a mail clerk at California.State Department of ¢ !
Health, 2151 Berkeley Way, Berkeley, California.’ /

e

]

= AOXI advised that he was born November 20, 1938,~

San Leandros,ﬂalisernia and 1s the son of TOSHIKO NAKAZAWA
AOKI and SHOZC AOKI. ACKXI'S father, SHOZO, deserted the

family in 1956, and they have h ¢ c
that time, He also nﬁs a! l
Be €y . 5

—

/
He was employed by the National Dollar Store,
Shattuck Avenue, Berkeley while attending high school, and P
at Alta Bates Hoepital, Berkeley intermittently, 1857-60. (

He attended Oakland City College, Cakland, California,
September 1958 through October 1959, and has been employed

by the Department of Public Health since 1560, He l
served in the United States Arfiy—at Fort Ord, California,
January through  August 1957, at the present time 1s in the

Army Standby Resefve.

"A0KI is described as follows:

g
Race: Oriental ¢
Sex: Male
Helight: 516"
Weight: 135 1bs.
Hair: Dark black, straight
Eyes: Dark brown e
Complexion: Medium
Characteristics: Wears tinted 888s, Very

neat appearance p

The St., Louis Office»tﬁ‘;;;;ested to review AOKI'S s
Army service record and furnish this offlce with all pertinent
data. He was a Private during 1957, Company C, Reserve Forces
Act Regiment, Fort Ord, Californla, serial number ER 19 572 630,
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| [advIsed they 'know ol no | and/or
Telated actilvities on the part of RUKL.

ACKI hag 1mpressed the interviewing Agent as
being sincere and genuinely interested in cooperating with
the government; and 1t is felt that consideration should.-be
given to him for development as & PSI. L 3

. In view of the foregoing, &=
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Captioned informant is being
= by reason of informant's requeses

¥

When contacted 9/30/77, scurce advised that he !f A o
desired to discontinue seeking information for the FBI beca

he believed that this was inconsistent with his present

career and objectives as a student counselor and instructor -y
at a junior college in Oakland, California. ;?éﬂ?

Source advised that he is not willing to testify
in open court or before administrative hearing boards L€
such testimony would revedl his past connection with the FBI.
This would alienate him from associates and friends and would
cause him great trouble in his relationships with students
as a student counselor.

There are no current cases| l

in which informant has furnished information.
T Geen consulted by Bureau personnel in

such matters, however.

Neither the Bureau nor the Department of Justice
has indicated any current interest in utilizing this informant Qf;

as a witness. E)(.EGS gEC?l /54 = /OO{OH

Informant does not intend to write a book or engage
in any public disclosure of his relationship with the Bureau.
He seeks to keep that relationship confidential for his own
reasons as well as out of consideration for the best interests
of the U.S5. CGovernment. )
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It is not anticipated that there will be any
control problem concerning this informant. Informant
remains friendly toward the Bureau and is available for
refcontact should that be desirable.

r

| [T THis case 1s being
placed in a closed status in the San Francisco Division.
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