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4-(7-02
To whom is concern-

My name 1s Starcia ague and 1 am 14 ', when 1 was just a little kid I had
lived with my mom, she didn’t ever have a house we lived house to house or
lived in are car What I don’t understand if she cant take care of her self how
can she take care of me or any body clse My mom has had a lot boy friends
since day one, she was with multiple men, she was only with them to either
do dope or have sex, she used to tell me when I asked her why she stayed
with Curtis, which is chandelles dad: that she was only with him for the sex
They have not only hit her but hit me. When 1 lived with my mom I had lice a
lot, so I didn’t really get to go to school much at all cause my mom was to
busy doing dope and having her tweaker friends come over and steal the little
of stuff I had like jewelry that my great grandma had gave me. My mom used
to tell me that she would be back in a hour and come home either several
hours latter or she wouldn’t come home for a couple of days, we wouldn't
have any food so the lady that lived kitty Connor next to us, she had feed us
and even once and a while came down and gave us snacks. One day my mom
had told me that she was going to be home in a couple of hours, well she
didn’t show up for about 3 days, I was taking care of my sister too. My dad
which I have seen a whole 10 times since | have been with my mom, had
come to get me to live with him he had a lot of different girl friends, they all
had told me that they didn’t clean or cook so to get used to it. Also I did most
if not all of the cleaning. There were always lots of people there, problely
cause of all of the drug use going on there. My dad didn’t spend much time
with me he was busy most of the time with all the people that came over. |
have a lot to say but I want to please speak to the judge in person! And in
private. It is very hard to write down every thing, it makes me feel sick, but I
will answer any questions the judge may have. I swear under penalty of
perjury the above statement is true and correct. Also I wanted to let you know
that this is the most happiest I have ever been in my life, being here at
Kristina house. I have food, clothing, a TV. and lots of little girl needs such as
make up, hygiene needs that girls may need. 1 also have a bed and all of my
stuff in school such as a year book and school sweat shirts. I love it here and I
would do any thing to be able to stay here. Thank you for your time.

S‘incerely, F l L E E,
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To Whom It May Concemn,

The following 1s an addendum to the declaration that I made in regard to the Starcia Ague case,
as additional things have taken place just since last week that the court should be aware of

The first situation 1s that Starcia’s mother, Dawna Riley, contacted me 4-12 at approximately

8 00 am, hysterical, begging me not to contact law enforcement and “throw her in jail”,
cxplatning the woman she had patd and entrusted to take her back and forth to day jail had
abandoned her, and she was on the verge ol not only going 1o jait as a result o being late to day
reporting, but would most certamnly lose custody of her children as a result of being incarcerated
Her baby was only 4 days old at the ime Dawna further went on sheepishly to tell me that she
needed me, and without me probably “would not make 1t”, and continuously reminded me that
she was on my side as she had agreed to let Starcia come home to me instead of forcing her into
foster care for a tonger duration earlier in the week 1 admultedly displayed spectacularly poor
judgment 1n going and picking her up so that she was not incarcerated

Dawna also called hysterical because she was having difficulty breast feeding her new baby —
she had eaten a rash of foods known to cause intestinal distress 1n infants, and was 1n a state of
panic due to the fact that her baby was screaming and mconsolable after her feedings [ then had
to call the nurse plus hine, as Dawna was ternfied to do this herself, believing that nurse plus had
a mechanism to track calls and that she would be 1dentitied as a bad mother Nurse plus gave me
a list of foods to avoid that I passed on to Dawna, and since she has been watching her diet, this
problem has been solved and the baby 1s eating normally again

My only defense to my actions 1s this Without me, this mom won’t make it It has been my hope
and only wish that somehow this family heal, and | wanted to accomplish this not through
intervention, force, or legal action but with love and understanding Dawna has been working so
hard and has succeeded 1n staying clean, and has been trymg to do ail the nght things, and 1t was
heartbreaking 1o me that through lack of rehable transportation she would be thrown in jail and
lose custody of her children that she 1s trying so hard to keep, not for abuse 1ssues, but for
transportation 1ssues | am the only one left in Dawna’s hife that remotely cares about the quahty
of life Dawna has with her two children, The support system that I had put in place for her has
become rapidly disgusted with her, and they simply do not have the patience or years and years
of effort | have in invested in her, so the bonds there just do not exist | think this situation 1s
more telling of me wanting to be helpful to her, and my wanting to honor a 17 year relationship,
as opposed to the sabotage Dawna constantly accuses me of 1 believed that if I could get Dawna
to just trust me 1t would go a million miles in regard to her own personal healing, and the healing
process of her daughter Starcia, hopefully to trickle down to her two babies I see now
unfortunately this was not to be the case

After promising, once again, to everyone around her including myself, that she was going to put
Starcia’s best interests first by allowing her to stay in my home, and promising to me that she
would attend counseling, she has again gone back on her word, and 1s threatening to put Starcia
back in foster care

This emotional upheaval 1s too much for us to take, Dawna knows exactly what she 1s doing to
this family, and in my opimon her behavior is cruel and inhuman We have done everything we
can possibly do for Dawna, and we have been repeatedly slapped in the face She has no problem
cashing my checks, begging and crying for my help, taking my assistance, throwing herself on
my mercy, il 'you will, then she atterapts to stab me in the back, trying to mahgn and demean me



to the other members of her support system, and trying to turn this situation nto one of betrayal,
which 1s 1n fact what she consistently has done to us

There are several reasons why Starcia should never go back to live in her mother’s care, and my
first reason 1s chiefly safety concerns Dawna has shown wanton disregard when 1t comes to
Starcia’s safety leading to Starcia being sexually violated by a close friend of Dawna’s that
Dawna was robbing houses and using 1 V drugs with when Starcia was 11 Mom felt such a
kinship with this man (who 1s a convicted sex ofTender) she offered Starcia’s room for him to
sleep 1n one might when he had been involved n a violent argument with his girlfriend, setting
the stage for Starcia to be victimized 1n the most horrific way This 1s currently 1n the hands of
Olympia law enforcement — unfortunately, the statute of limitation 1s three years for burglary, so
Dawna and this man 1n question will be never run the risk of being tried or convicted for what 1s
known as the Prospect Avenue burglaries — we do, however, have plenty of time to go after the
man 1n question 1n regard to alleged sexual assault, and we are waiting now o see what
culminates out of this situation

And this by no means 1s the only situation - time and time again, Dawna has put her boyfriends,
her addictions, her wants and desires, before her daughter The stories are too much bear and
leave us wondering why CPS did not intervene sooner Starcia i1s a young girl desperate for
services and | feel that [ am the only capable adult in her ife that can see to that It would be
crazy to expect that Dawna will be accountable enough to provide Starcia with the help she
needs, especially since Dawna has shown contempt openly for Starcia’s current counselor, and
contempt for counselors and authonty figures of any kind, as well as the fact she 1s 1n complete
demial that anything has happened to her daughter at all, and mnsists we are all hars

Starcia 1n my home 1s happy, well adjusted, and the 14 year old girl that she needs to be, and 1s
comfortable with her surroundings This (my home) 1s home to her Instead of dealing with
sickness and addiction, she plays basketball and docs her homework, drcams of homecoming,
what boys she would fike to go with, how she would hke her bair done, what color dress she
would like to wear — I have been successlul 1 restoring her to the best of my ability to the hitle
gitl she deserves to be 1 have kept her in counseling, have seen 1o 1t that she attends a church
youth group (through Molly Damelson), and if allowed will accompany Starcia every step of the
way in healing from such a temmble beginning Starcia 1s a fantastic kid - something you don’t
see every day — and despite the abuse she endured at the hands of her parents, she 1s still a model
child and student

But 1 also feel Starcia’s hold on success 1s fragile, and this could go either way —if Starcia 1s not
heard, this situation with her parents “arrested” and finalized, and 1f she does not get the help she
needs she 1s likely 1n ominous danger of becoming a dysfunctional adult The services that |
wanted to request for this family are as follows

[ would like the right to enroll Starcia in extensive counseling | would like Dawna to
independently (since she will not do this with my assistance) enroll herself in a separate
counseling program that 1s just as intensive, and | believe psychological testing may be in order
here, perhaps Dawna 1s 1n need of medication that would help assuage her ups and downs, |
would also respectfully request that 1f a decision cannot be reached today, a Guardian ad Litem
be appointed to Starcia, Barbara Tsmmer has come highly recommended, and if this 1s possibie |
would like to see Ms Timmer assigned to this case | also have concerns with Dawna’s two
younger children, Dawna just had a violent episode with the lather of her infant (who has been
questioned 1n regard to molesting her three year old) only a few days ago, however this remains
in the hands of CPS and | am not privy to that situation or what may result from 1t - | also want



the court to know that [ am trying to receive an “emergent” foster care license 1n the event that
her two younger children (and perhaps Starcia ) need be removed and their custody mandated to
a licensed foster care provider Even if Dawna refuses to cooperate, I want to maintain a
relationship between these siblings, as the younger two would only benefit from their knowing
and loving their older sister

[t 1s apparent (and perhaps [ amn the last to know) that 1t has become unhealthy for me to
advocate for Dawna any longer This has become a co-dependent and much- abused situation,
and my only focus 15 Starcia | realize that 1 cannol help Starcia while being constantly
undermined by her mother, and | now sec the conflict ol interest here clearly But at the same
tume | would like the court to realize that my heart 1s in the right place — what we are going
through now 1s exactly what I wanted to avoid I never wanted Starcia or her situation to be
known and exposed like this, or to have to rake anyone over the coals Despite what she has done
I still care deeply for Dawna, and my closeness to Dawna (despite her reprehensible behavior), 1s
what led her to make the decision twice now to place Starcia here with us, and that “closeness™ 1s
what has kept me “in the know” where her children are concerned I will always appreciate
Dawna’s fleeting glimpses of logic, and how she chose us and graced us with the responsibility
of caring for Starcia But it 1s for Starcia, however, that | am fully prepared to sever that tie,
though 1t frghtens me to think that I will surely lose all contact and knowledge of what could be
happening to her and her younger children
1 swear under penalty of perjury the above 1s true and correct
Kirsten Harns
4/17/02
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To Whom It May Concern,

My name 1s Troy Lee and I have been a part of Kirsten Harns’ family for eight years [ am
writing thus due to the fact that | will be out of town on business this Friday and will not be able
to atiend a court proceeding regarding Starcia Ague

Starcia came to us through her mother who had taken her out of a high-nisk situation and begged
Kirsten and 1, jointly, to take custody of her daughter as she was homelcss and unabic to deal
with Starcia’s basic needs at the time This was apparent when Starcia got here — Kirsten went
from drug house to drug house to try to recover some of Starcias meager belongings, as this kid
really did not own anything but the clothes on her back and a box of family photographs My
fiancée Kirsten then went to work immediately 1o purchase her clothing, redoing a spare
bedroom n httle gir! “butterfly and (lower” style for her to live in, and making sure this kid had
everything she needed just as Kirsten does for her own daughter Starcia took to 1t all
immedately — 1t was obvious that she had a destre to live 1n pretty surroundings and basically be
like every other 14 year old teenage girl, something she had not experienced with either of her
parents

As Starcia stay progressed she began to be more and more open with her experiences with her
mom and dad, some of which are shocking to hear

Like the fact that Starcia 1s well aware of “dope” and how to use it,

Starcia knows how to tie off a vein with a shoelace, because she has seen her mother do 1t several
fimes,

Starcia 1s fearful and believes that one of her mom’s drug addicted (and supposedly the father of
her mom’s new baby) boyfriends has molested her sister, Shawntelle, age three,

Starcia went to school a total of two years between kindergarten and 5™ grade ( Starcia claims
school record will prove this),

That Starcia has been a witness {0 inappropriate and criminal activities, has been a victim of
these activities, such as drug cultivation and manufacture, has been a witness to her mother
burglanzing homes and using drugs, along with enough stories and information, names and dates
that could probably wipe out the Thurston County drug and cniminal trade And I am absolutely
convinced she 1s telling the truth

My point 1n writing this to the court though 1s more to outline that my fiancée has done nothing
exept keep the goodwll of this famuly 1n her heart, and she has been used and burned by Donna
time and time again | believe in my heart that Donna must be mentally 1il, her actions and her
demeanor hinge on the bizarre, and she defimtely suffers from pathological lying An excellent
example of this 1s how she relayed to Kirsten and 1 i front of her daughter that Starcia’s father
had murdered Starcias baby brother!

Donna related to us that when she was a couple of months pregnant she and Starcia’s father had a
violent fight where he beat her into a miscarnage, and she ended up giving birth to a dead baby
boy on the kitchen floor All this in great detai/, mind you Then she goes on to say that Starcia’s
father has forced her to place loaded shotguns n her mouth, only to end up joiming sides with
him most recently against us 1n regard to Starcia-they even went so far as to show up at my work
together'

Donna does not seem to realize that her stories and behavior, coupled with her actions frighten,
confuse, and bewilder us When Donna speaks, the truth 1s hard to find




I also want the court to be aware that we have literally spent hundreds-maybe approaching
thousands of dollars not only providing Starcia with what she needs, but also by securing a home
for Donna and getting her household/child and infant needs At seven months pregnant Donna
had been seeing a doctor for less than one month and had nothing for her baby that was coming
soon As usual, Kirsten made sure (and not for the first ime) that all of Donnas needs were met,
always 1n the humamtanan spint that Kirsten has (I find this admirable), and to make sure that
this family can be preserved Kirsten not only provided a home for Donna, she provided
furmiture, clcaning supplies, a support system, totletrics, food, patd fines, filled Donna’s gas tank,
gave her rides, bought her clothes, made her a resume, and hooked her up and took her 1o every
community resource available The only thing we ever asked in return was for honesty, we asked
that Starcia be allowed to stay here until Donna and Starcia completed some intensive famly
counseling, and no game playing — Donna unfortunately cannot accomplish any of these

requests

This woman has used and abused Kirsten, and has tried to keep her daughter 1n a constant state
of terror One day she calls crying begging us for help, assures us and all those around her that
she desires that Starcia remain here, begs us not to abandon her, the next day tells us to go to
hell, usually after help has been given, and after her current cnisis has been solved She has taken
constant advantage of Kirsten and this makes me frustrated because people like Kirsten are rare -
[t 1s probably not too difficult to tind people willing to take on the responsibilities of one child or
maybe two, but where do you a find a person who 1s willing to try to save a family? Expeniences
like this are jading Kirsten, and how unfortunate for the next woman Kirsten might want to help,
with her good will and resources wasted on an individual who apparently does not want 1t
Kirsten and I are both pretty devout Christians, with a strong faith and behef in God A lot of
praying has been done over this family, and we’ve only done what we thought was night In
retrospect, [ see that we may have only been prolonging the inevitablie, by getting in the way of
forces that would have paved the way lor what we have been trying so hard to avoid — the
compiete break up of this family

We aren’t perfect parents, but we are darn good ones, this 1s well documented as we had to take
custody of Kirsten’s little brother when he was 6 due to similar circumstances CPS, vanous
professionals, and the school system are well aware and can altest to our success as parents We
also have a loving relationship with Kirsten and her hittle brother Michael’s mother, and she has
always been a valued part of Michael’s life We truly respect and honor the sanctity of a parent
child bond But there 1s only so much we can take 1n this sttuation, which I worry 1f not resolved
quickly, this “terrorist” way of life will begin to take 1t’s toll on Starcia Her suffering 1s all too
clearas it is

There 15 so much more testimony I could give, but [ am a much better “orator” than I am writer,
so 1f a decision cannot be made 1n my absence (or for any other reason), 1 request this heaning be
postponed so that [ may testify in person and answer any questions directly

| swear under penalty of perjury the above 1s true and correct,

Thank You,
iy
Z o/ FILED
APR 1 8 2002
BETTY 1 GOM>

THURSTON COUNTY CLERK




To The Judge or Commussioner presiding over the Starcia Ague case,

My name 1s Rachel DeBruler | have known Starcia’s mother Donna Riley since 1986
Unfortunately, we were never able to form any bond or maintatn a friendship 1 learned early on
that her behavior was erratic and far too dysfunctional to fathom Inconsistencies 1n her word,
use and abuse of drugs and incompetent choices with respect to her children saddened and
concerned me on many occasions

Dustantly | witnessed Donna neglect her children and waiched her abandon her daughter Starcia
As a result 1 have no faith in Donna as a mother, and she hasn’t grown out of it, she continues to
get worse  Donna has used hard drugs heavily and lost everything important in her life, like her
daughter Starcia, who has sufTered and lived a life no child should ever live Since Starcia’s stay
with my long-time fniend Kirsten Harris, | have witnessed her blossom However still
(nightened, she glows with hope that she can have a “normal” life we all know she deserves
Basic needs were unfamiliar to her 1 can testify to the fact that this family can and 1s providing
for her, and they are the fairest, safest choice for Starcia to reside  She deserves the opportumty
to be a child guided with love, structure and boundaries Here she will learn how to love herself
and be all that she can be Here she will be given tools to reach her goals Starcias only worry 1s
her removal from Kirsten and Troy’s home, a threat Donna constantly looms over her head Her
mother allowed her perhaps two weeks of peace before her jealousies took over and I witnessed
two separate phone calls between Starcia and Donna where 1t was easy to ascertain that Starcia
was being threatened and insulted, called names and was emotionally abused

Donna’s story 1s rather unbelievable to me especially how it has progressed so severely without
detection or intervention I am devastated at the damage that has been done, and the fact that
Donna would rather see Starcta placed in foster care than where she 1s now 1s direct evidence of
her unbalanced and irrational behavior To prefer to place her with strangers when she 1s so
bonded Lo Kirsten and her family 1s wrong

Donna has also shown a consistent paltern of lying, and 1t does not matter about what - these
topics span from the important to the mundane This makes 1t impossible to count on her in any
situation, never knowing 1f she 1s being honest and sincere, or if she 1s outright lying and being
manipulative This pattern of lying definitely affects Starcia, who 1s pessimistic to say the least
that her mother will ever be able to care for her or her sisters The years of lying, drug use, and
abuse of Starcta has defimtely taken 1t’s toll on Starcia — one conversation with this child will
leave you wondering how 1n the world she maintained her world so well while every adult in her
life let her down

To continue to let Donna have any say 1n this situation 1s simply unthinkable — Donna has had
almost fifieen years to make amends with her daughter, and instead to this day continues to hurt
her and mentally abuse her any chance she can She has now given Starcia to, and attempted to
remove Starcia from Kirsten’s home twice - The reason? She believes that forcing Starcia 1n a
foster home 1s the best way to emotionally break her, because Donna 1s worried that Starcia 1s
being treated too well by Kirsten and her family, therefore her goal 1s to make her daughter
uncomfortable and take her out of her safety zone Then perhaps Starcia will see, in Donna’s
opinion, that mom 1sn’t so bad after all | can assure you these tactics are not working

Another cruel tactic of Donna’s 1s to promise to do the night thing by her daughter, the she
sunply changes her mind, and to everyone’s dismay, begins Lo act difTicult and petulant again
She 1s incapable of putting Starcia first and her selfish desires last- her actions continue to
support this 1 only wish she could see what she 1s putting her daughter through



Starcia has suffered enough And if [ had my way, | would place not so much attention on the
adult parties as | would on what Starcia has to say for herself — I will not relate here if it 1s not
necessitated what this child has told me 1n confidence, but suffice to say the story 1s heart-
wrenching and extremely painful to hear And although 1’m sure her parents never “wanted”
things o end this way, I ask you to consider — What did they ever do to prevent 1t?

Please put an end to this poor chuld’s mghtmare and grant her wish to have a safe, loving home
with the people she has been bonded with her whole hfe She doces not deserve to lose the only
decent set of parents she has ever had

[ swear under penalty of perjury the aforementioned 1s true and correct,
Rachel DeBruler
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To Whom It May Concern

I swear under penalty of perjury, the afore mentioned s true and correct | have known of Donna
Riley since 1991, when [ moved to Olympia, Washington My coustn, Kirsten Harris, was a
friend of hers and therefore, | was familiar with Donna’s situation throughout the years As long
as | can recall, there has always been a circumstance that resulted 1n the neglect of Starcia  From
Donna’s drug use to actual neglect of Starcia’s needs as a child Donna has always been 1n

unhealthy, abusive relationships that have resulted in behavior and living accommodations that
are unsuitable for a child

More recently | became aware that Donna was still using drugs extensively and that Starcia was
not in her care and had been dropped off at an unsafe residence Starcia was taken from that
residence by Donna and began staying at the home of Kirsten Harris, at Donna’s request

[t 1s clear that Starcia 1s thriving 1n this environment and has been exposed to a stable, loving
environment She 1s very happy and 1s an excellent student You can see that this child 1s very
worried about being removed from this stable home Stacia has her own bedroom for the first
time, and has a home that 1s permanent and onc where she will thrive

One can only view the changes in Starcia to truly know how much her personality and sense of
well being has improved since her increased stability in the home of Kirsten Harms It would be
a severe injustice to remove Starcia from her new found stability and quite honestly, I would be
very wormied about her sense of trust of adults and authonty figures if this should happen This
ts the type of worry that a child should not have to endure  While 1t 1s an extreme action to
remove a child from a parent’s care, being 1n the care of Donna Riley has clearly been
demonstrated to be neglectful and dangerous for not only Starcia, but her sisters also

I am employed in the field of Education so [ am very much aware of the importance of a stabile
and safe environment Without this, a child cannot fully attain their potential and ofien suffer
severe social problems as well as embarrassment due to their environment Starcia’s educational
values are very impressive and [ have no doubt if left 1n her present home, she will thrive and
excel, without that stabilsty, I feel that she will struggle and become despondent

I appreciate the opportumty to write this statement on behalf of Starcia If I can answer any
questions or provide further information, please feel free to contact me through Kirsten Harris

FIlL Fs

APR 1 8 2007

~
BETTY J Lo, .
W THURSTON COUNTY L2k
‘-‘—‘

Sincerely,
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