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Amy Gmazel

6901 26th ct. SE
Lacey, WA, 98503
(360) 455-9717

June 17, 2021
RE: Ms. Selena Smith Child Custody Case
To Whomever It May Concern,

I, Amy Gmazel, resident of Lacey, Washington, declare under penalty of perjury under
the laws of the State of Washington that the statements to follow are true and correct. |
have known Selena Smith since September of 1986, when Selena and | were both ten
years old. We grew up together, and | was at one time acquainted with many members
of her immediate and extended family. She and her children have visited my home
many times and have briefly lived with me.

I emphatically believe that Selena Smith should regain custody of her minor children
Hazel, Onawa, and Raven. | believe that separation from their mother is doing these
children active harm. Selena is a good, loving parent and shares a close bond with her
children. | further believe, based on observing their interactions, that the children trust
and are securely attached to her.

I have observed Selena’s parenting on many occasions. | have frequently been
impressed by the patience she shows the children, carefully explaining an action or
request, and calmly deescalating an impending conflict. Hazel, especially, seems to
have thrived under Selena’s care and has made dramatic improvement in language,
motor, and social skills.

I believe that the bond the children share with Selena is stronger than the relationships
they share with other family members, and that the three children will suffer greatly if
they continue to be kept from their mother’s care. | beg the court to reunite these
children with their mother.

Amy Gmazel
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