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FAMILY & JUVENILE COURT 

In Re Minor Guardianship of 
No. 21-4-00578-34 --- ----- --- -- - -

FAMILY LAW TRIAL SELECT ION 

Onawa Smith-Wells and Raven Smith-Wells Clerk's Action Required 

The partie s in a family law case must decide whether they want a Traditional Tria l or an 
Informal Trial. You must make your decision and file this form no later than the date of 
your settlement conference. 

► ln a Traditional Trial , both partie s are allowed to call witnesses and to cross-examine 
the witnesses appearing on behalf of the other party. The Rules of Evidence apply. 

► An Informal Trial is a less formal trial in which the judge, not the parties, questions the 
witnesses, the rules of evidence do not apply, and there are limits on the abi lity to call witnesses. 
This is governed by local comt rule LSPR 94.03E. There is a brochure that explain s the 
differe nces between the two kinds of trials. 

CHOOSE ONE OPTION BELOW. 

0 I want a traditional trial. 

Signed on __ ___ _ ___ __, 20 

Signature Printed Name 
OR 

0 I want an Informal Trial. By signing below , I agree to the following terms and 
understand them: 

Waiver of Traditional Trial: 

o I agree to waive the normal question and answer format of trial and I agree the court may 
ask me questions about the case . 
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o l agree to waive the use of the rules of evidence in this lnforma l Trial. 

o I agree that the other party can submit any document or other evidence he or she wants 
the judge to rev iew. 

o I agree that the other paity can tell the court anything he or she fee ls is relevant. 

I understand the following: 

o My participation in an Informal Trial is strictly vo luntary, and no one can force me to 
agree to this process. 

o The court will determine what weight will be given to documents, physical evidence, and 
test imony that is entered as ev idence during the Informal Trial. 

o I understand how Informal Trials work. 

o l have not been threatened or promised anyt hing for agree ing to this Informal Trial 

process. 

February 21, 2023 
Signed on 20 --- - -- --- -~ 
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